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They're Coming for Your Accounts
Paul Rosenberg 7/16/14 www.freemansperspective.com
Nearly all of us grew up thinking that we registered ourselves to prove that we were safe and responsible. We advertised
our services as “registered” or “licensed,” and we never thought about it beyond that point. After all, that was the way
things were done, and we knew that it would help our customers trust us.
There is, however, another side to registration, one that’s about to bite a lot of decent people… and hard.
What Is Registration, Really?
What did we do when we registered with a government agency? We gave them our name, address, birthdate, and so on. If
we thought about it at all, we thought that they were acting as some kind of guarantor of our services. But what really
happened was that we told them how to find us and hurt us.
Registration involves making ourselves easy to find by enforcers, and placing ourselves at their mercy. Yes, I know that
we did it ignorantly (I know I certainly did) and out of necessity, but we did hand our best “how to find me” information
to enforcement agencies.
Now, what I’ve described above involves commercial and professional registrations. Unfortunately, the same thing
applies to bank accounts and retirement accounts. When you register those with a government, you are telling them where
your money is and making it very easy for them to seize it.
Trillion Dollar Deficits
In recent years, the US government has been spending a trillion dollars per year more than it takes in. (And there are
many additional factors at play.) The European situation is different, but not particularly better.
These situations can only last so long. At some point, the governments will need more money, especially as banks are
ready to fail.
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Governments will protect the big banks, at the expense of the citizens. You should take this seriously, and now.
Warning Shots
Just a week or two ago, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) published a horrifying paper, called ‘The Fund’s Lending
Framework and Sovereign Debt‘. That paper, in turn, was based on one from December 2013, called ‘Financial and
Sovereign Debt Crises: Some Lessons Learned and Those Forgotten‘.
Major media ignored all of this, of course.
The December 2013 document, right at the start, says that “financial repression” is necessary. Here’s what it says
(underlining mine):
The claim is that advanced countries do not need to resort to the standard toolkit of emerging markets, including
debt restructurings and conversions, higher inflation, capital controls and other forms of financial repression.
It continues:
As we document, this claim is at odds with the historical track record of most advanced economies, where debt
restructuring or conversions, financial repression, and a tolerance for higher inflation, or a combination of these
were an integral part of the resolution of significant past debt overhangs.
So, in order to fix debt overhangs – currently at horrifying levels – financial repression is not just an option, but required.
That’s not my interpretation; those are their words.
And, of course, they’ve already had a trial run, when they stole funds directly from individual bank accounts in Cyprus,
just last year. Here’s how that went down:




March 16, 2013: Cyprus announces a bank holiday and sets the terms of a “bail-in” to save the banks: 6.75% of all
bank balances under €100,000 and 9.9% of balances larger than €100,000 will be confiscated. In honest language,
the word for that is “theft.”
People screamed, and the government hemmed and hawed for a number of days.
March 24, 2013: People are permitted to withdraw €100 at a time from their bank accounts.
March 25, 2013: A bail-in deal is announced. Accounts with over €100,000 lose either 40% of their money (Bank
of Cyprus) or 60% of their money (Laiki bank).

So…
Understand that the financial powers that be – the IMF, World Bank, Bank for International Settlements (BIS), assorted
central banks, and your local government – are ready to rob you.
When the time comes, all their usual sucker-bait will be pulled out: “It only hits the rich,” “We have to trash the economy
to save it,” “We must all sacrifice,” “It’s for the children,” and so on.
All the right-thinking people on television will wring their hands and say it’s the only way out. Perhaps they’ll even let a
bank or two crash for good effect.
But in the end, they aim to steal your money. Government and the big banks will continue unharmed.
If you want to protect yourself, you need to get your wealth out of registered accounts, because that’s where they’ll grab
first.
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Understand that these people have only two real choices:
1. Reform their system, close the central banks, and give up their power.
2. Start grabbing the only big pile of portable wealth remaining: your retirement money.
I don’t think any of us believe they’ll take option number one.
It’s your money. Act.

Ten Truths About the American Police State
By John W. Whitehead http://tenthamendmentcenter.com/2014/07/20/ten-truths-american-police-state/
“The most dangerous man, to any government, is the man who is able to think things out for himself…Almost
inevitably, he comes to the conclusion that the government he lives under is dishonest, insane, and intolerable.”
-H.L. Mencken, American journalist
It’s vogue, trendy and appropriate to look to dystopian literature as a harbinger of what we’re experiencing at the hands of
the government. Certainly, George Orwell’s 1984 and Animal Farm have much to say about government tyranny,
corruption, and control, as does Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World and Philip K. Dick’s Minority Report. Yet there are
also older, simpler, more timeless stories—folk tales and fairy tales—that speak just as powerfully to the follies and
foibles in our nature as citizens and rulers alike that give rise to tyrants and dictatorships.
One such tale, Hans Christian Andersen’s fable of the Emperor’s New Clothes, is a perfect paradigm of life today in the
fiefdom that is the American police state, only instead of an imperial president spending money wantonly on lavish
vacations, entertainment, and questionable government programs aimed at amassing greater power, Andersen presents us
with a vain and thoughtless emperor, concerned only with satisfying his own needs at the expense of his people, even
when it means taxing them unmercifully, bankrupting his kingdom, and harshly punishing his people for daring to
challenge his edicts.
For those unfamiliar with the tale, the Emperor, a vain peacock of a man, is conned into buying a prohibitively expensive
suit of clothes that is supposedly visible only to those who are smart, competent and well-suited to their positions.
Surrounded by yes men, professional flatterers and career politicians who fawn, simper and genuflect, the Emperor—
arrogant, pompous and oblivious to his nudity—prances through the town in his new suit of clothes until a child dares to
voice what everyone else has been thinking but too afraid to say lest they be thought stupid or incompetent: “He isn’t
wearing anything at all!”
Much like the people of the Emperor’s kingdom, we, too, have been conned into believing that if we say what we fear, if
we dare to suggest that something is indeed “rotten in the state of Denmark,” we will be branded idiots and fools by the
bureaucrats, corporate heads, governmental elites and media hotshots who have a vested interest in maintaining the status
quo—or who at least are determined to maintain the façade that is the status quo. Yet the truth is staring us in the face just
as surely as the fact that the Emperor was wearing no clothes.
THE WOODSHED PAGE 3

Truth #1: The U.S. is on the brink of bankruptcy, as many economists have been warning for some time now, with more
than $16 trillion in debts owned by foreign nationals and corporations. As one financial news site reports:
“Internationally, the world is fed up with The Fed and the U.S. government’s unabashed debt growth. China, Russia, Iran,
India and a host of other countries are establishing trade relationships that are bypassing the U.S. dollar altogether, a move
that will soon see the world’s reserve currency lose purchasing power and status. In anticipation of this imminent collapse
gold is being hoarded by private and public entities from Berlin to Beijing in an effort to preserve wealth before the
Tsunami hits.”
Truth #2: We no longer have a government that is “of the people, for the people and by the people.” What we have now
is a feudal monarchy, run by wealthy overlords and financed with the blood, sweat and labor of the underclasses who are
kept in check by the increasingly militarized police. This sorry state of affairs is reinforced by a study which found that
average citizens have “little or no independent influence” on the policy-making process. A similar study published by
thePolitical Research Quarterly revealed that members of the U.S. Senate represent their wealthiest constituents while
ignoring those on the bottom rung of the economic ladder.
Truth #3: Far from being a benevolent entity concerned with the well-being of its citizens, whether in matters of health,
safety or security, the government is concerned with three things only: power, control and money. As an often quoted
adage says, “Government is not reason; it is not eloquent; it is force. Like fire, it is a dangerous servant and a fearful
master.” Unfortunately, the master-servant relationship that once had the government answering to “we the people” has
been reversed. Government agents now act as if they are the masters and we are the servants. Nowhere is this more
evident than in the transformation of police officers from benevolent keepers of the peace to inflexible extensions of the
military hyped up on the power of their badge.
Truth #4: Our primary use to the government is as consumers, worker bees and bits of data to be collected, catalogued,
controlled, mined for information, and sold to the highest bidder. Working in cahoots with corporations, the government
has given itself carte blanche access to our phone calls, emails, bank transactions, physical movements, even our travels
on foot or in our cars. Cybersecurity expert Richard Clarke envisions a future where data about every aspect of our lives
will be collected and analyzed. Thus, no matter what the U.S. Supreme Court might have said to the contrary, the
government no longer needs a warrant to spy on your cell phone activity or anything else for that matter. As
theWashington Post recently revealed, 9 out of 10 people caught up in the NSA’s surveillance net had done nothing
wrong to justify such intrusions on their privacy. Clearly, the government now operates relatively autonomously,
answering only to itself and unbridled by the courts, Congress, the will of the people or the Constitution.
Truth #5: Whatever problems we are grappling with in regards to illegal immigrants flooding over the borders has little
to do with the fact that the borders are porous and everything to do with the government’s own questionable agenda. How
is it that a government capable of locking down roads, open seas, and air routes is unable to prevent tens of thousands of
women and children from crossing into the U.S. illegally? Conveniently, the Obama administration is asking Congress for
$3.8 billion in emergency funding to send more immigration judges to the southern border, build additional detention
facilities and add border patrol agents. The funds would be managed by the Departments of Justice, Homeland Security,
State and Health and Human Services, the very same agencies responsible for bringing about a rapid shift into a police
state.
Truth #6: The U.S. government is preparing for massive domestic unrest, arising most likely from an economic
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meltdown. The government has repeatedly made clear its intentions, through its U.S. Army War College report alerting
the military to prepare for a “violent, strategic dislocation inside the United States,” through its ongoing military drills in
cities across the country, through its profiling of potential homegrown “dissidents” or extremists, and through the
proliferation of detention centers being built across the country.
Truth #7: As Gerald Ford warned, “A government big enough to give you everything you want is a government big
enough to take from you everything you have.” Too often, Americans have fallen prey to the temptation to let the
government take care of whatever ails them, whether it be financial concerns, health needs, childcare. As a result, we now
find ourselves caught in a Catch-22 situation wherein the government’s so-called solutions to our problems have led to
even graver problems. In this way, zero tolerance policies intended to outlaw drugs and weapons in schools result in
young children being arrested and kicked out of school for childish behavior such as drawing pictures of soldiers and
crying too much; truancy laws intended to keep students in school have resulted in parents being arrested and fined
excessively; and zoning laws intended to protect homeowners have been used to prosecute residents who attempt to live
off the grid.
Truth #8: The U.S. is following the Nazi blueprint to a “t,” whether through its storm trooper-like police in the form of
heavily armed government agents, to its erection of an electronic concentration camp that not only threatens to engulf
America but the rest of the world as well via NSA surveillance programs such as Five Eyes. Most damning of all is the
Department of Homeland Security’s self-appointed role as a national police force, a.k.a. standing army, the fundamental
and final building block for every totalitarian regime that has ever wreaked havoc on humanity. Indeed, just about every
nefarious deed, tactic or thuggish policy advanced by the government today can be traced back to the DHS, its police state
mindset, and the billions of dollars it distributes to police agencies in the form of grants.
Truth #9: Not only does the U.S. government perpetrate organized, systematic violence on its own citizens, especially
those who challenge its authority nonviolently, in the form of SWAT team raids, militarized police, and roaming VIPR
checkpoints, but it gets away with these clear violations of the Fourth Amendment because the courts grant them
immunity from wrongdoing. Expanding its reach, the U.S. also exports its violence wholesale to other countries through
armaments sales and the use of its military as a global police force. Yet no matter how well trained, well equipped and
well financed, America cannot police the world. As history shows, military empires, once over extended, inevitably
collapse into chaos.
Truth #10: As I make clear in my book A Government of Wolves: The Emerging American Police State, the United
States of America has become the new battlefield. In fact, the only real war being fought by the U.S. government today is
the war on the American people, and it is being waged with deadly weapons, militarized police, surveillance technology,
laws that criminalize otherwise lawful behavior, private prisons that operate on quota systems, and government officials
who are no longer accountable to the rule of law.
So there you have it: facts rather than fiction, so naked that a child could call it for what it is, and yet so politically
inconvenient, incorrect and uncomfortable that few dare to speak of them.
Even so, despite the fact that no one wants to be labeled dimwitted, or conspiratorial, or a right wing nut job, most
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Americans, if they were truly paying attention to what’s been going on in this country over the past few decades and
willing to be truthful, at least to themselves, would have to admit that the outlook is decidedly grim. Indeed, unless
something changes drastically for the good in the near future, it looks like this fairytale will not have a happy ending.
Constitutional attorney and author John W. Whitehead is founder and president of The Rutherford Institute. He is the
author of The Change Manifesto (Sourcebooks).

The Mythology of the Supreme Court
Mises Daily:Tuesday, May 13, 2014 by Ryan McMaken http://mises.org/
The Supreme Court’s recent decision on prayer at government meetings reminds me that Supreme Court “season” is upon
us, and for the next two months or so, we can expect to see the court decide on a variety of cases that can have profound
impacts on the lives of citizens and non-citizens alike. The court’s decision in Town of Greece vs. Galloway has produced
a lot of commentary on both sides, with much discussion about the dynamics between justices, and how Justice Kennedy
must have been in a pro-prayer mood that day, since his decisions appear to be made on a variety of unknowable whims.
Nearly all of this commentary contains the assumption that it is perfectly normal, and probably laudable, that the Supreme
Court has the power to decide the legality of virtually everything under the sun, from the death penalty to where local
governments can build strip malls.
If there was ever any doubt that public schooling has been an immense success when it comes to conditioning children to
blindly accept even the most implausible myths of governance, we only need look to the high regard in which most
Americans hold the Supreme Court. The fact that nine modern philosopher kings are empowered to sit in judgment of
every American law and custom, right down to whether or not a city council meeting, in a town virtually no American
could find on a map, can include some bland prayer time. It troubles no school child that he is taught that democracy is
the source of legitimacy for all governments one minute, and then the next minute is told he should fully trust nine
lawyers in robes in Washington, D.C. to have the final word on law for 300 million Americans.
The proposition that nine people should tell 300 million people what sorts of laws they should make is rather ludicrous on
its surface, but the justification largely rests on the assertion that the judges are somehow above politics and make
decisions based on nearly pure reason. Political scientists and most people with experience in the legal profession no
doubt know this is nonsense, but the average American is far more likely to be accepting of the long-standing myth that
the court is a sort of backstop that prevents “bad” American laws from being allowed to stand. “Sure,” they might say,
“Congress and the president, which are infected by vulgar politics, can do many horrible things, but the Supreme Court
will dispassionately evaluate them and decide laws strictly on their legal merits.”
This view of the court is of course hopelessly fanciful, and the truly political nature of the court is well documented. Its
politics can take many forms. For an example of its role in political patronage, we need look no further than Earl Warren,
a one-time candidate for president and governor of California, who was appointed to the court by Dwight Eisenhower. It
is widely accepted that Warren’s appointment was payback for Warren’s non-opposition to Eisenhower’s nomination at
the 1952 Republican convention. The proposition that Warren somehow transformed from politician to Deep Thinker
after his
appointment is unconvincing at best. Or we might point to the famous “switch in time that saved nine” in which Justice
Owen Roberts completely reversed his legal position on the New Deal in response to political threats from the Franklin
Roosevelt administration. Indeed, Supreme Court justices are politicians, who behave in the manner Public Choice theory
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tells us they should. They seek to preserve and expand their own power.
The court, jealous of its power, and reluctant to hand down decisions that might actually cause the court to lose prestige,
is at times careful to reflect the majority opinion regardless of how atrocious it might be. To see this, we need look no
further than Korematsu vs. The United States in which the court declared it perfectly legal to round up American citizens
and throw them into concentration camps.
The court forever plays a careful balancing act with both the public and with other branches of the federal government in
which if continually pushes the bounds of federal power without rocking the boat to the point of calling its legitimacy into
question among the majority of the population. Naturally, Congress and the presidency, themselves committed to
untrammeled federal power, have no problem with most of this on most occasions, except perhaps in the details.
Bizarrely, however, the court has even managed to cultivate a reputation as a limit on the power of government, and that
justices will rein in the state because it is committed, however imperfectly, to the Constitution of the United States. This is
wishful thinking in the extreme, however, since the Constitution is nothing more than what the Supreme Court says it is,
and this has been well established since Justice Marshall first introduced judicial review into the court’s decisions. If the
Constitution was designed to prevent rule by judges (which may or may not be the case), it has clearly failed in its
mission. Moreover, the court acts to insert intellectual legitimacy into laws and policies that formed out of nothing more
that interest group lobbying, political payoffs, and even outright corruption. Once these laws receive the imprimatur of the
Supreme Court, they cease to be political acts, questionable in origin, and take on the life of perpetually established law
and precedent.
The public’s deference to the court and its decisions is the key factor in the court’s immense power, and the myth of the
court as the protector of what’s left of the Constitution is especially powerful. But, as Ludwig von Mises noted in
Liberalism, as an agent of the Federal government, the idea of the court as a friend to limited government is an absurdity:
The tendency to impose oppressive restraints on private property, to abuse political power, and to refuse to
respect or recognize any free sphere outside or beyond the dominion of the state is too deeply ingrained in the
mentality of those who control the governmental apparatus of compulsion and coercion for them ever to be able to
resist it voluntarily. A liberal government is a contradictio in adjecto. Governments must be forced into adopting
liberalism by the power of the unanimous opinion of the people; that they could voluntarily become liberal is not
to be expected..
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Naturally, the court does not limit itself at all, but it knows it is nonetheless limited by public opinion at
least as well as anyone else. The court’s strenuous efforts to maintain an aura of majesty and intellectual
loftiness can be seen in its refusal to allow television cameras in its hallowed halls or any sort of direct
observation by the public at large. The judges wear academic robes and sit on their high bench. They
could just as easily do their jobs in business suits while sitting at the same height as everyone else. Of
course, if that were the case, the justices would just look like the glorified county commissioners they
are, and the court’s propaganda war against the public is essential in maintaining its near total immunity
from any meaningful oversight from anyone at all.
Ryan W. McMaken is the editor of Mises Daily and The Free MarketSend
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