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Is it Time to Disarm the Police? 
Dec 8, 2014 by Dr. Gary North http://americanvision.org/11507/is-it-time-to-disarm-the-police/ 
 

I begin with an insight offered by Professor Carroll Quigley (1910—1977), who taught history to Bill Clinton at 

Georgetown University. He had such a profound impact on Clinton that Clinton referred to him in his 1992 nomination 

acceptance speech. Quigley is famous among conservatives for his book, Tragedy and Hope (1966), in which he devoted 

20 pages to the connections between Wall Street banking firms and American foreign policy, which has been dominated 

by the liberal left (pp. 950ff). But Quigley was also an expert in the history of weaponry. One of his books, Weapons 

Systems and Political Stability: A History, was printed directly from a typewritten manuscript and is known only to a 

handful of specialists, was a 1,000-page history of weaponry that ended with the Middle Ages. In Tragedy and Hope, he 

wrote about the relationship between amateur weapons and liberty. By amateur, he meant low cost. He meant, in the 

pejorative phrase of political statists, Saturday-night specials.  

 

In a period of specialist weapons the minority who have such weapons can usually force the majority who lack them to 

obey; thus a period of specialist weapons tends to give rise to a period of minority rule and authoritarian government. But 

a period of amateur weapons is a period in which all men are roughly equal in military power, a majority can compel a 

minority to yield, and majority rule or even democratic government tends to rise. . . .  
     

But after 1800, guns became cheaper to obtain and easier to use. By 1840 a Colt revolver sold for $27 and a Springfield 

musket for not much more, and these were about as good weapons as anyone could get at that time. Thus, mass armies of 

citizens, equipped with these cheap and easily used weapons, began to replace armies of professional soldiers, beginning  

about 1800 in Europe and even earlier in America. At the same time, democratic government began to replace   
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authoritarian governments (but chiefly in those areas where the cheap new weapons were available and local standards of 

living were high enough to allow people to obtain them). 
 

According to Quigley, the eighteenth-century’s commitment to popular government was reinforced — indeed, made 

possible — by price-competitive guns that made the average colonial farmer a threat to a British regular. Paul Revere’s 

midnight warning, “The regulars are out!” would have had no purpose or effect had it not been that the “minute men” 

were armed and dangerous. 
 

With this in mind, let me present my thesis. 
 

THE SECOND AMENDMENT IS FAR TOO WEAK 
The Second Amendment to the U.S. Constitution asserts the right — the legal immunity from interference by the State — 

of American citizens to keep and bear arms. This means a rifle strapped to my back and a pistol or two strapped to my 

hip, day or night. 
 

It doesn’t go far enough. It leaves guns in the hands of a subculture that has proven itself too irresponsible to carry them: 

the police. 
 

If I were called upon to write the constitution for a free country, meaning a country no larger than Iowa, I would require 

every citizen to be armed, except members of the police. A policeman would have to apply for an on-duty gun permit. He 

would not be allowed to carry a gun on duty, just like England’s bobbies are not allowed to carry them. 
 

Every child, male and female, beginning no later than age six, would be trained by parents regarding the moral 

responsibility of every armed citizen to come to the aid of any policeman in trouble. Unarmed people deserve protection. 
 

Children would be also taught that the first person to pull a gun to defend an unarmed policeman or any other unarmed 

person deserves the lion’s share of the credit. Late-comers would be regarded as barely more than onlookers. This is 

necessary to offset the “Kitty Genovese phenomenon.” In 1964, this young woman was attacked and murdered in full 

view of 38 onlookers, in their Queens, New York, neighborhood. Despite her screams for help, no one even bothered to 

call the police. This is the “who goes first?” problem. 
 

Anyone so foolish as to attack a policeman would be looking down the barrels of, say, a dozen handguns. “Go ahead, 

punk. Make our day!” 
 

A policeman would gain obedience, like James Stewart in Destry Rides Again, through judicial empowerment. He would 

not threaten anyone with immediate violence. He would simply say, “Folks, I’ve got a problem here. This person is 

resisting arrest. Would three of you accompany me to the local station with this individual?” 
 

He would blow his whistle, and a dozen sawed-off shotguns accompanied by people would be there within 60 seconds. 
 

Every member of society would be trained from an early age to honor the law as an adult by being willing to carry a 

handgun. Everyone would see himself as a defender of the law and a peace-keeper. Guns would be universal. Every 

criminal would know that the man or woman next to him is armed and dangerous. He would be surrounded at all times by 

people who see their task as defending themselves and others against the likes of him. 
 

The only person he could trust not to shoot him dead in his tracks for becoming an aggressor would be the policeman on 

the beat. The aggressor’s place of safety would be custody. 
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There would be another effect on social life. When every adult is armed, civility increases. In a world of armed Davids, 

Goliaths would learn to be civil. The words of Owen Wister’s Virginian, “Smile when you say that,” would regain their 

original meaning. 
 

The doctrine of citizen’s arrest would be inculcated in every child from age six. Then, at the coming of age, every new 

citizen would take a public vow to uphold the constitution. He or she would then be handed a certificate of citizenship, 

which would automatically entitle the bearer to carry an automatic. Note: I did not say semi-automatic. . . . 
 

SELF-GOVERNMENT UNDER LAWFUL AUTHORITY 
Unarmed police, now fully deserving of protection by gun-bearing citizens, would gain immense respect. They would rule 

by the force of law, meaning respect for the law, meaning widespread voluntary submission by the citizenry. This is 

properly called self-government under lawful authority. The policeman’s word would be law. He just wouldn’t be armed. 
 

A criminal would not escape from the scene of the crime by shooting the cop on the beat. He would not get 20 yards from 

the cop’s body. 
 

Citizens would regard a law enforcement officer as they regard their mothers. They would do what they were told with 

little more than rolling their eyes. If anyone physically challenged a police officer, he would risk facing a dozen Clint 

Eastwoods who have been waiting for two decades to get an opportunity to make their day. 
 

To make this system work, the courts would have to enforce strict liability. Injure the wrong person, and (assuming you 

survive the shoot-out) you must pay double restitution. Kill the wrong person, and you must pay the ultimate restitution: 

eye for eye, life for life. But no faceless bureaucrat hired by the State would do the act. A group of armed citizens will 

execute you under the authority of the court. Remember, the police are unarmed. 
 

The fact that citizens in no society think this way is evidence of how well the defenders of State monopoly power have 

done their work. They want their agents armed and the rest of us unarmed. A free society would reverse this arrangement. 
 

CONCLUSION 
There are those who will reply that my proposal is utopian, that civilians do not have sufficient courage to come to the aid 

of an unarmed policeman. Furthermore, they will complain, the common man is not sufficiently self-disciplined to live 

under the rule of law as I have described it. Both objections have validity. I can only respond by pointing out that a 

society in which its citizens possess neither courage nor self-discipline is not a free society. I am not here proposing a 

technical reform that will produce a free society. Rather, I am describing why freedom has departed from this nation ever 

since, for lack of a better date, 1788. 
 

[Gary North is the author of the 31-volume An Economic Commentary on the Bible and scores of other books. He 

publishes daily at his subscription site GaryNorth.com. This article originally appeared in expanded form as “Disarm the 

Police,” LewRockwell.com, August 18, 2003 
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The Reason for the Loss 
By Lance Roberts 
 

I wanted to write a short piece on why Governor Parnell lost the election, especially about a reason that many might not 

realize.  
 

Obviously, with the final vote count putting him 2.22% behind the Walker/Mallot camp any single reason lost him the 

election. First and foremost was that they punished him for his success. He was able to successfully get the oil tax reform 

that the voters demanded in 2012 (and verified in the 2014 primary). He got the Point Thomson settlement to finally move 

forward and there were up to 1200 people working there this last year at any one time, and this settlement besides 

boosting oil production, would be a key component for any gas project. He also negotiated the Alaska LNG project so that 

for the first time in history we have an LNG project that has buy-in from the producers. In the end, others may try to take 

credit for these achievements, if they allow the LNG project to actually complete, but we'll know who got the ball rolling. 

What was amazing was how they used the primary campaign on the oil tax referendum, and then the general campaign to 

constantly accuse him of unethical activity, because he actually believed in free enterprise principles of working with 

industry, instead of dictating to them. Their strategy of unfounded negativity worked, and they were able to sway the 

electorate. 
 

Another reason he lost was the National Guard incident. I already wrote on this, so I won't say much except to repeat that 

he really showed his leadership by allowing the whole situation to come forward instead of holding it off until after the 

election. He realized that the situation needed to be fixed, that he'd been deceived before, and he took action. 
 

The reason I really wanted to address though is that this was really the Republican party's election to lose. For the past 

half dozen years, the party leadership has been attacking the conservatives in the party, directly and indirectly working 

against them. This really culminated in 2012 at the State convention, when they lied about all the new young 

conservatives coming into the party, disenfranchised them, and drove them away. Even doing this, the conservatives 

groups were able to rally together and replace the leadership with Christian conservatives, who were then lied about and 

rules broken to kick them out of office the following year. For four years I was on the SCC and spoke constantly about 

our need to be the party of honesty, openness and transparency, but wasn't able to stop the anti-conservative agenda. The 

opposition was able in the minds of many conservatives to tie Parnell to the corrupt leadership, even though that link 

wasn't really there. 
 

The proof of my hypothesis is the Alaska Constitution Party; who achieved a voter percentage of 2.5%. The ACP 

platform is very similar to the Republican Party's, and most of those in it used to be republicans before they got turned off 

by the unethical behavior of our party, and our candidates not upholding the platform. Please note, that I'm not saying 

what I consider to be a misstatement by some, that the ACP people cost us the election, and they should have not voted 

third party. I'm saying that the Republican party had this won, but they drove away the staunch conservatives by their 

actions, and lost us the election. I believe that we will be seeing more of this in the future if our party doesn't get it's act 

together, and stand on integrity and the principles of their platform. 
 

http://fairbanksconservatives.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8ba89f490b33e15f8b4a728e7&id=da238bab2b&e=6e517523c6


 
 

 
 

Restoring our party is the mainstay of the Alaska Republican Assembly, and I hope others will join us in standing on 

principles.  
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The Game Is Rigged: Why Americans Keep Losing to the Police State 
By John Whitehead http://tenthamendmentcenter.com/2014/12/11/the-game-is-rigged-why-americans-keep-losing-to-the-

police-state/ 
 

“The truth is that the State is a conspiracy designed not only to exploit, but above all to corrupt its citizens.”—Leo 

Tolstoy 
 

My 7-year-old granddaughter has suddenly developed a keen interest in card games: Go Fish, Crazy Eights, Old Maid, 

Blackjack, and War. We’ve fallen into a set pattern now: every time we play, she deals the cards, and I pretend not to see 

her stacking the deck in her favor. And of course, I always lose. 
 

I don’t mind losing to my granddaughter at Old Maid, knowing full well the game is rigged. For now, it’s fun and games, 

and she’s winning. Where the rub comes in is in knowing that someday she’ll be old enough to realize that being a citizen 

in the American police state is much like playing against a stacked deck: you’re always going to lose. 
 

The game is rigged, and “we the people” keep getting dealt the same losing hand. Even so, we stay in the game, against 

all odds, trusting that our luck will change. 
 

The problem, of course, is that luck will not save us. The people dealing the cards—the politicians, the corporations, the 

judges, the prosecutors, the police, the bureaucrats, the military, the media, etc.—have only one prevailing concern, and 

that is to maintain their power and control over the country and us. 
 

It really doesn’t matter what you call them—the 1%, the elite, the controllers, the masterminds, the shadow government, 

the police state, the surveillance state, the military industrial complex—so long as you understand that while they are 

dealing the cards, the deck will always be stacked in their favor. 
 

Incredibly, no matter how many times we see this played out, Americans continue to naively buy into the idea that it’s our 

politics that divide us as a nation. As if there were really a difference between the Democrats and Republicans. As if the 

policies of George W. Bush were any different from those of Barack Obama. As if we weren’t a nation of sheep being 

fattened for the kill by a ravenous government of wolves. 
 

We’re in trouble, folks, and changing the dealer won’t save us: it’s time to get out of the game. 
 

We have relinquished control of our government to overlords who care nothing for our rights, our dignity or our 

humanity, and now we’re saddled with an authoritarian regime that is deaf to our cries, dumb to our troubles, blind to our 

needs, and accountable to no one. 
 

Even revelations of wrongdoing amount to little in the way of changes for the better. 
 

For instance, after six years of investigation, 6,000 written pages and $40 million to write a report that will not be released 

to the public in its entirety, the U.S. Senate has finally concluded that the CIA lied about its torture tactics, failed to 

acquire any life-saving intelligence, and was more brutal and extensive than previously admitted. This is no revelation. 

http://fairbanksconservatives.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8ba89f490b33e15f8b4a728e7&id=e24e15c01e&e=6e517523c6
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a costly sleight of hand intended to distract us from the fact that nothing has changed. We’re still a military empire 

waging endless wars against shadowy enemies, all the while fattening the wallets of the defense contractors for whom war 

is money. 
 

Same goes for the government’s surveillance programs. More than a year after Edward Snowden’s revelations dominated 

news headlines, the government’s domestic surveillance programs are just as invasive as ever. In fact, while the nation 

was distracted by the hubbub over the long-awaited release of the Senate’s CIA torture, the Foreign Intelligence 

Surveillance Court quietly reauthorized the National Security Agency’s surveillance of phone records. This was in 

response to the Obama administration’s request to keep the program alive. 
 

Police misconduct and brutality have been dominating the news headlines for months now, but don’t expect any change 

for the better. In fact, with Obama’s blessing, police departments continue to make themselves battle ready with weapons 

and gear created for the military. Police shootings of unarmed citizens continue with alarming regularity. And grand 

juries, little more than puppets controlled by state prosecutors, continue to legitimize the police state by absolving police 

of any wrongdoing. 
 

These grand juries embody everything that’s wrong with America today. In an age of secret meetings, secret surveillance, 

secret laws, secret tribunals and secret courts, the grand jury—which meets secretly, hears secret testimony, and is 

exposed to only what a prosecutor deems appropriate—has become yet another bureaucratic appendage to a government 

utterly lacking in transparency, accountability and adherence to the rule of law. 
 

It’s a sorry lesson in how a well-intentioned law or program can be perverted, corrupted and used to advance illegitimate 

purposes. The war on terror, the war on drugs, asset forfeiture schemes, road safety schemes, school zero tolerance 

policies, eminent domain, private prisons: all of these programs started out as legitimate responses to pressing concerns. 

However, once you add money and power into the mix, even the most benevolent plans can be put to malevolent 

purposes. 
 

In this way, the war on terror has become a convenient ruse to justify surveillance of all Americans, to create a suspect 

society, to expand the military empire, and to allow the president to expand the powers of the Executive Branch to 

imperial heights. 
 

Under cover of the war on drugs, the nation’s police forces have been transformed into extensions of the military, with 

SWAT team raids carried out on unsuspecting homeowners for the slightest charge, and police officers given carte 

blanche authority to shoot first and ask questions later. 
 

Asset forfeiture schemes, engineered as a way to strip organized crime syndicates of their ill-gotten wealth, have, in the 

hands of law enforcement agencies, become corrupt systems aimed at fleecing the citizenry while padding the pockets of 

the police. 
 

Eminent domain, intended by the founders as a means to build roads and hospitals for the benefit of the general public, 

has become a handy loophole by which local governments can evict homeowners to make way for costly developments 

and shopping centers. 
 

Private prisons, touted as an economically savvy solution to cash-strapped states with overcrowded prisons have turned 

into profit- and quota-driven detention centers that jail Americans guilty of little more than living off the grid, growing 

vegetable gardens in the front yards, or holding Bible studies in their back yards. 
 

Traffic safety schemes such as automated red light and speed cameras, ostensibly aimed at making the nation’s roads 

safer, have been shown to be thinly disguised road taxes, levying hefty fines on drivers, most of whom would never have 

been pulled over, let alone ticketed, by an actual police officer. 
 

School zero tolerance policies, a response to a handful of school shootings, have become exercises in folly, turning the 

schools into quasi-prisons, complete with armed police, metal detectors and lockdowns. The horror stories abound of 4-  
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and 6-year-olds being handcuffed, shackled and dragged, kicking and screaming, to police headquarters for daring to act 

like children while at school. 
 

As for grand juries, which were intended to serve as a check on the powers of the police and prosecutors, they have gone 

from being the citizen’s shield against injustice to a weapon in the hands of government agents. A far cry from a people’s 

court, today’s grand jury system is so blatantly rigged in favor of the government as to be laughable. Unless, that is, you 

happen to be one of the growing numbers of Americans betrayed and/or victimized by their own government, in which 

case, you’ll find nothing amusing about the way in which grand juries are used to terrorize the populace all the while 

covering up police misconduct. 
 

Unfortunately, as I make clear in my book A Government of Wolves: The Emerging American Police State, we’re long 

past the point of simple fixes. The system has grown too large, too corrupt, and too unaccountable. If there’s to be any 

hope for tomorrow, it has to start at the local level, where Americans still have a chance to make their voices heard. Stop 

buying into the schemes of the elite, stop being distracted by their sleight-of-hands, stop being manipulated into believing 

that an election will change anything, and stop playing a rigged game where you’ll always be the loser. 
 

It’s time to change the rules of the game. For that matter, it’s time to change the game. 
 

John Whitehead Constitutional attorney and author John W. Whitehead is founder and president of The Rutherford 

Institute. He is the author of The Change Manifesto (Sourcebooks). 
 

 

10 George Orwell Quotes that Predicted Life in 2014 America 

Justin King | The Anti-Media George Orwell ranks among the most profound social critics of the modern era. Some of 

his quotations, more than a half a century old, show the depth of understanding an enlightened mind can have about the 

future. Image credit: wikimedia.org  
 

Continued from last Issue 

Though many in the modern age have the will to bury their head in the sand when it comes to political matters, nobody 

can only concern themselves with the proverbial pebble in their shoe. If one is successful in avoiding politics, at some 

point the effects of the political decisions they abstained from participating in will reach their front door. More often than 

not, by that time the person has already lost whatever whisper of a voice the government has allowed them. 
 

2)“All the war-propaganda, all the screaming and lies and hatred, comes invariably from people who are not 

fighting.” 
 

Examining the nightly news in the run up to almost any military intervention will find scores of talking heads crying for  
THE WOODSHED PAGE 7 

http://www.amazon.com/Government-Wolves-Emerging-American-Police/dp/1590799755/ref=cm_cr_pr_product_top
http://tenthamendmentcenter.com/author/johnwhitehead/
http://tenthamendmentcenter.com/author/johnwhitehead/
http://tenthamendmentcenter.com/author/johnwhitehead/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Closed-circuit_television
http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10007392


 
 

 
 

 
blood to flow in the streets of some city the name of which they just learned to pronounce. Once the bullets start flying, 

those that clamored for war will still be safely on set bringing you up-to-the-minute coverage of the carnage while their 

stock in Raytheon climbs. 
 

3)“War against a foreign country only happens when the moneyed classes think they are going to profit from it.” 
 

It’s pretty self-explanatory and while it may be hard to swallow, it’s certainly true. All it takes is a quick look at who 

benefited from the recent wars waged by the United States to see Orwell’s quip take life. 
 

4)“The very concept of objective truth is fading out of the world. Lies will pass into history.” 
 

My most prized books are a collection of history books from around the world. I have an Iraqi book that recounts the 

glory of Saddam Hussein’s victory over the United States in 1991. I have books from three different nations claiming that 

one of their citizens was the first to fly. As some of the most powerful nations in the world agree to let certain facts be 

“forgotten,” the trend will only get worse. History is written by the victor, and the victor will never be asked if he told the 

truth. 
 

5)“In a time of deceit, telling the truth is a revolutionary act.” 
 

Even without commentary, the reader is probably picturing Edward Snowden or Chelsea Manning. The revolutions of the 

future will not be fought with bullets and explosives, but with little bits of data traveling around the world destroying the 

false narratives with which governments shackle their citizens. 

 

You Can Pick Up The Woodshed from these Great Interior Alaskan Businesses  

Chowder House 206 Eagle Ave     Six Robblees' Inc. 3060 S Cushman St.  

Ajimi Japanese Restaurant 550 3rd St    Gene's Chrysler Dodge Jeep 3400 South Cushman  

Mayflower Buffet 414 3rd St      Advanced Printing 612 30th Ave  

Sentry Hardware & Sporting 250 3rd St. Ste. 6   Arctic Fire and Safety 702 30th Ave  

Rod's Saw Shop 127 Minnie Street     Holm Town Nursery 1301 30th Ave.  

The Diner 244 Illinois St.      Northern Power Sports 1980 Van Horn Rd.  

Big I 122 N Turner St       ABS Alaskan Inc. 2130 Van Horn Rd.  

Elegant Memories Antiques 514 2nd Ave    Compeau's 4122 Boat St      

McPeaks 771 Badger Rd. North Pole    Altrol 2295 A Van Horn Road  

Alaska Rare Coins 551 2nd Ave. Suite B    Alyeska Tire 3250 Peger Road  

Soapy Smith's Restaurant 543 2nd Ave.    ARCTIC RV 3013 Peger Rd.                       

Custom Leather & Gifts 535 2nd Ave     Base Camp Eatery 3226 Airport Way  

River City Cafe 523 2nd Ave      Taco Azteca 3401 Airport Way    

Larson's Locksmith & Security 1249 Noble St.   The Woodway 1830 RJ Loop on College Rd. 35  

Dick Randolph Insurance Agency 12th and Cushman   Alaska Fun Center 1817 College Rd.  

S&W Radiator 1625 College Rd.     Mr Pawn and Loan 2117 S Cushman St.     

Interior Mini Storage 3077 Davis Rd.     Northland Hearing River Mall, 29 College Rd.  

Just Haircuts 2319 S Cushman St.     Seekins Ford Lincoln Mercury 1625 Seekins Ford Drive  

Auto Trim Design 2550 South Cushman St          THE WOODSHED PAGE 8 

http://www.digitaljournal.com/article/360218
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/04/07/rand-paul-says-dick-chene_n_5104391.html
http://theantimedia.org/google-implements-right-to-be-forgotten-and-begins-censoring-history/

